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Leon Trotsky in his exile in France 




Preface 



After four-and-a-half years in Turkey, Leon and Natalia Trotsky 
were permitted to move to France, where they lived for two years. 
This volume covers the second of those years: June 1934-June 
1935. 

Trotsky turned fifty-five during this year, and before it was over 
he wrote in his diary, "Old age is the most unexpected of all the 
things that happen to a man." Between recurring bouts of illness, 
he was still strong, vigorous, combative and productive. But his 
personal situation was extremely insecure. 

His expulsion from the country was being demanded by the 
French fascists and the French Stalinists, and from both these quar- 
ters there was the possibility of physical assault. In April 1934 the 
Doumergue government had ordered him deported, but was un- 
able to carry out the order because no country would accept him. 
Trotsky's friends feared that the government might at any time 
send him off to one of its penal colonies in Africa. Under severe 
restrictions from the police — he had to remain incognito, he could 
not stay in or near Paris or in any of the departments bordering 
other countries, etc. — Trotsky was forced to leave Barbizon, where 
he had settled in 1933, and spent most of the spring moving from 
one hotel and pension to another, trying to find a place to live and 
work. In July he finally found refuge in the home of a school-teacher 
in Domene, a tiny Alpine village near Grenoble in the Department 
of Isere, with Natalia but without secretaries or bodyguards. Here 
he remained until he left the country in June 1935. In addition to 
constant uncertainty about their own future, the Trotskys were also 
beset at the end of 1934, during the Soviet purge that followed the 
assassination of Kirov, by worry about the fate of their relatives 
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still living in the Soviet Union, including their younger son Sergei. 

The year 1933 had been the political turning point of Trotsky's 
third exile and of the movement he led. Hitler came to power, 
thanks in great part to the Communist International's ultraleft 
policy of opposing an antifascist united front with the Social Demo- 
crats, whom the Stalinists dubbed "social fascists," that is, a vari- 
ety of fascism. In addition, the Stalinists capitulated to Hitler with- 
out firing a single shot, and the Comintern expressed approval for 
its German party's policy from beginning to end. 

These events led Trotsky in mid-1933, as he was leaving Tur- 
key for France, to propose a fundamental change in the strategy 
of the International Left Opposition (Bolshevik-Leninists). Up to 
then the Left Opposition had been committed to the policy of 
working to reform the Comintern and its affiliated parties; the 
Opposition considered and called itself a faction of the Comintern 
even though its members had been expelled. Trotsky now asserted 
that this approach, while correct up until the Comintern's capitu- 
lation to Hitler, was outmoded; the Comintern and its parties were 
too corrupted to be regenerated along Leninist lines; it was neces- 
sary now to abandon the perspective of reform and proclaim the 
need for a new International and new Leninist parties throughout 
the world. The leadership of the Left Opposition adopted this new 
perspective in August 1933 and in that same month persuaded 
three independent groups attending an international conference 
in Paris — the Socialist Workers Party (SAP) of Germany, the In- 
dependent Socialist Party (OSP) and the Revolutionary Socialist 
Party (RSP),both of Holland — to join it in a "Declaration of Four," 
calling for the formation of a new International. 

Trotsky's energies were focused in 1934-35 on the complex 
political and organizational tasks involved in taking the next steps 
toward the building of the new International. The context in which 
these tasks presented themselves included the following features: 

1. Hitler's victory had produced a deep ferment in the European 
working-class movement, and especially in the ranks of the Social 
Democracy, among whom leftward-moving tendencies began to 
grow (as Trotsky had predicted in 1933). In 1934 the Social Demo- 
cratic workers of two countries — Austria in February, Spain in 
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October — fought heroic though unsuccessful armed struggles 
against reactionary governments. In France, Spain, Belgium and 
Switzerland, sections of the Socialist youth became sympathetic 
to Trotsky's ideas, but did not want to leave their own organiza- 
tions to join the small band of Bolshevik-Leninists (now renamed 
the International Communist League). Some suggested that the 
ICL members join them in fighting for revolutionary positions 
inside the Social Democratic organizations. 

2. The French fascists made a bid for power through an armed 
demonstration against the Chamber of Deputies in February 1934. 
Although they failed in this bid, the axis of the government was 
turned toward the right and the danger of fascism coming to France 
became real. Trotsky saw France now entering a prerevolutionary 
period and concluded that it had become the key to the interna- 
tional situation, as Germany had been the key in 1930-33. (The 
second selection in this volume, "A Program of Action for France," 
printed in June 1934, presents his analysis of the demands the 
French revolutionaries should raise in this situation.) 

3. The French Socialist Party (SFIO) had experienced a split at 
the end of 1933, with the right wing of the party (the Neo-Social- 
ists, or Neos) breaking away to form their own organization. This 
shifted the equilibrium in the SFIO to the left, strengthening the 
revolutionary tendencies there, especially among the youth. The 
SFIO at this time was the biggest working-class party in France. 
The ICL's French section, the Communist League, was very small 
and largely isolated from the mass movement. 

4. Until 1934 the Communist International clung to the "third 
period" policy which had led to disaster in Germany. When a 
prominent French CP leader, Jacques Doriot, of Saint-Denis, pro- 
posed a change of policy and support for a united front against 
fascism, he was rebuked and later expelled. But after the February 
1934 events, the Stalinists began to move away from ultraleftism — 
only to head quickly, as they had done in past zigzags, for the abyss 
of opportunism. In July 1934 the French Stalinist and SFIO lead- 
ers signed a pact for united action against fascism, and for a time 
there was talk of "organic unity," that is, a merger of the two par- 
ties. Such a unification of the two large parties would inevitably 




12 / WRITINGS OF LEON TROTSKY (1934-35) 



increase the isolation of the Communist League and hamper the 
development of the leftward-moving tendencies inside the SFIO. 

5. The Stalinists were not really interested in a working-class 
(that is, anticapitalist) united front against fascism. In accord with 
a new rightward trend emanating from Moscow and soon to be 
made the rule internationally, the French Stalinist leaders appealed 
in October to the capitalist Radical (or Radical Socialist) Party to 
join the CP and SFIO in a class-collaborationist front of working- 
class and liberal-capitalist parties to oppose reaction and fascism. 
The Radicals accepted the bid, thus giving birth to the People's Front 
in 1935. This development, sanctioned by Moscow in the name of 
Leninism, strengthened the authority of the reformist leaders of 
the SFIO and hampered or disoriented oppositional tendencies in 
the ranks. 

6. Internationally, also, the Stalinists went further to the right 
than ever before. As Trotsky noted in the first selection in this 
volume, printed in June 1934, the Soviet bureaucracy, then pre- 
paring to enter the League of Nations, was jettisoning the Lenin- 
ist analysis of that predecessor of the United Nations. But that was 
only the beginning. In May 1935 the Soviet Union and France 
signed a nonaggression pact, and Stalin, quickly followed by the 
French Stalinists, endorsed the rearmament program of French 
imperialism. Social patriotism was strongly reinforced at the ex- 
pense of revolutionaries both inside and outside the SFIO. 

7. Another factor of concern to Trotsky was the backsliding in 
1934-35 by the leaders of the German Socialist Workers Party 
(SAP), who had signed the declaration for a new International in 
1933 but now began obstructing all positive moves to follow 
through. 

How Trotsky intervened to cope with these problems — start- 
ing with his proposal in June 1934 for the Communist League to 
join the SFIO (the so-called French turn) — is the main content of 
this volume, along with his responses to the monstrous frame-up 
charges leveled against him by Moscow after the Kirov assassina- 
tion. 

Many of the articles here are translated into English for the first 
time, and until now many others had been printed only in inter- 
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nal bulletins restricted to members of the ICL. Other articles by 
Trotsky included here were unsigned when first published or were 
signed by pen names, usually for security reasons. Translations 
originally done in the 1930s have been revised slightly to correct 
obvious errors and to achieve uniformity in spelling of names, 
punctuation, etc. Acknowledgments about the articles and trans- 
lations, and explanatory material about the persons and events 
mentioned in them, will be found in the section entitled "Notes 
and Acknowledgments." "Other Writings of 1934—35" lists the 
books, pamphlets and articles from that period which are not in- 
cluded in this volume because they are in print and available. The 
date preceding each article indicates when it was completed; if that 
is not known, the date when it was first published is given. 

The Editors 

FEBRUARY 1971 




Chronology 



x 934 

June - Trotsky, ordered to leave France in April but unable to go be- 
cause no government will accept him, continues his search for a 
place to live in France. 

June 20 - Moscow announces that the Revolutionary War Council, cre- 
ated during the civil war as the Red Army's top military, political 
and educational organization, has been abolished and its duties 
transferred to the military command headed by Commissar of 
War Voroshilov. 

June 27 — Jacques Doriot is expelled from the French Communist Party. 

June 30 - Hitler launches the "blood purge" that wipes out potentially 
oppositional elements among the Nazis and other bourgeois 
groups in Germany. 

July — Trotsky finds a temporary home in Domene, an Alpine village, 
and returns to work on his biography of Lenin. 

July 2 — French Socialist and Communist party leaders meet to discuss 
the possibility of a united front. 

July 10 - Moscow announces the abolition of the secret political police 
(GPU) and its replacement by another body headed by Henry 
Yagoda. 

July — The Communist League of France begins to discuss a proposal 
(known as "the French turn") that its members join the Socialist 
Party. 

July 25 - Pro-German Austrian fascists assassinate Chancellor Dollfuss 
and try to overthrow his pro-Italian fascist regime. The uprising 
is defeated in four days. 

July 27 — A united-front pact against fascism is signed by the French 
Socialist and Communist party leaders. 

August 8 — Trotsky meets with three left-wing union leaders and dis- 
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cusses tactics of the teachers union. 

August 29 - The Communist League votes at its national conference 
in favor of the French turn. Its members begin to join the Social- 
ist Party, within which they form the Bolshevik-Leninist Group. 

September 18 - The Assembly of the League of Nations at Geneva votes 
to admit the Soviet Union and give it a permanent seat on the 
Council. 

October 5 - A revolutionary general strike begins in Spain under the 
leadership of the Socialist Party. It is crushed by October 11. 

October 9 - French foreign affairs minister Barthou and Yugoslav King 
Alexander I are assassinated at Marseilles. 

October - Trotsky completes the pamphlet Whither France ? 

October - Maurice Thorez expresses the French Communist Party's 
eagerness to make an alliance with the bourgeois Radical Party. 

November 8—9 - The Radicals withdraw their support from the Dou- 
mergue government of France, which falls and is replaced by one 
headed by another right-winger, Flandin. 

November 12 - Moscow announces that 130,000 members of the So- 
viet Communist Party have been expelled and 90,000 others put 
on probation. 

November 30 - Conventions of the CommunistLeague of America and 
the American Workers Party vote to form the Workers Party of 
the United States. 

December 1 - Sergei Kirov, Stalinist leader in Leningrad, is assassinated. 
Execution of 117 people accused of complicity is announced in a 
few weeks. Zinoviev, Kamenev and others are arrested on Decem- 
ber 16. 

December 28 - Trotsky writes pamphlet on Kirov assassination. 

December - Spanish Young Socialists call for the formation of a new 
International. 



*935 

January - Sergei Sedov, Trotsky's nonpolitical son, is arrested in the 
Soviet Union. 

January 13 - The Saar votes overwhelmingly in a plebiscite to be re- 
united with Germany. 
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January 15-17 - Zinoviev, Kamenev and seventeen others are convicted 
of plotting to kill Soviet leaders. Zinoviev gets ten-year sentence, 
others lesser terms. Seventy-eight are exiled. 

February 1 - Trotsky completes pamphlet changing his position on the 
"Thermidorean analogy." 

February 7- Trotsky begins entries in journal later published as Trot- 
sky's Diary in Exile, 1935. 

February 15 - Several centrist organizations at a conference in Paris 
sponsored by the IAG (International Labor Community) reject a 
Dutch proposal to work for a new International. 

March 3 - Two Dutch parties merge to form the Revolutionary Socialist 
Workers Party of Holland (RSAP). 

March 18-19 -A young Bolshevik-Leninist delegate to a CGT confer- 
ence delivers a speech prepared by Trotsky. 

March 20 - The Norwegian Labor Party (NAP) takes over the govern- 
ment when the Agrarians support its move to oust the Liberal 
cabinet. 

March - Trotsky meets with Marceau Pivert, leader of one of the left- 
wing groups in the French Socialist Party. 

April - Trotsky warns that the Stalinists are preparing a further shift 
to the right in foreign policy. 

May 2 - A Franco-Soviet nonaggression pact is announced in Moscow. 

May 15 - Stalin announces that he "understands and fully approves" 
the French government's rearmament policy. 

May - Socialist and Communist parties make gains in French local elec- 
tions, convincing a section of the Radical leadership that it should 
join them in the People's Front, which comes into being soon af- 
ter. 

May 25 -Trotsky learns the Norwegian government has decided to 
grant him a visa. 

May 31 - Flandin cabinet resigns. Bouisson forms a new cabinet, which 
lasts only four days. 

May - Mussolini gets approval of French government to speed up prepa- 
rations for invasion of Ethiopia. 

June - British government prepares pact with Hitler, approving expan- 
sion of German fleet. 

June - Moscow announces the Communist International will soon hold 
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its Seventh World Congress, the first in seven years. 

June 7 -New French government is formed, headed by Pierre Laval. 

June 9 - The French Socialist Party opens its national congress at Mul- 
house, after which the reformist leadership begins to expel the 
Bolshevik-Leninists. 

June 10 - Trotsky writes of the need for another turn in France, to ex- 
pedite the building of an independent revolutionary party. 

June 13 - Trotsky leaves France, arriving in Norway June 18. 




Published June 16, 1934 



The foreign policy 
of the Soviet Union 



Soviet foreign policy has taken a decidedly anti-Leninist turn par- 
ticularly since the recognition of the Soviet Union by the United 
States. 

In the first place, this recognition was granted only after Ameri- 
can capitalism had been fully convinced that the Third Interna- 
tional 2 would no longer serve as an instrument of world revolution 
in general nor as a revolutionary incitement and inspiration to the 
American laboring masses in particular. Secondly, in order to em- 
phasize their good faith, the Stalinist bureaucracy officially declared 
that President Roosevelt represented peaceful American capital- 
ism, which was honestly seeking a democratic and pacifistic solu- 
tion to present-day imperialist contradictions and conflicts. 

Recently Alexander A. Troyanovsky , 3 the Soviet ambassador to 
Washington, stated that the USSR and the United States should 
be able to find a "common ground" in an endeavor "to secure com- 
plete or partial disarmament." "The foreign policy of the Soviet 
Union," he continued, "shows an increasing activity for peace. . . . 
We greeted the resumption of normal relations with the United 
States from this point of view. Not material gains for our country, 
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but the gain for international peace was regarded in our country 
as the important thing in friendly relations with the United States." 

One can hardly doubt Troyanovsky's love for peace, especially 
if we take some of his other statements into account. "The cause 
of peace," he declared, "was so great that it must prevail over all 
other problems." And among these problems he cited the most 
important economic contradictions of our epoch. "All secondary 
[!?] problems, such as those of debts, of commercial competition, 
of tariffs, and so on," he explained, "must be settled as soon as 
possible by mutual agreements and to mutual satisfaction, for these 
relatively small [!?] questions spoil the international atmosphere 
and prevent friendly efforts to consolidate peace." 

Can the worthy Stalinist ambassador really mean this? Has he 
completely forgotten Lenin's teachings regarding the economic 
causes of war? Troyanovsky should be reminded that in Imperial- 
ism: The Last Stage of Capitalism Lenin actually proves that the 
"secondary" and "small" questions he mentions are at the very 
root of imperialist war in particular and all war in general. Or is 
this counterrevolutionary Trotskyism, Monsieur l'Ambassadeur? 

In line with this trend, the Stalinists have published abroad a 
brand new interpretation of capitalism and imperialism. They have 
divided the capitalist nations into two categories: one the peaceful, 
democratic and pacifist; the other the warlike, fascist and aggres- 
sive. (This is precisely the theory of the Second International. 4 ) 
Under the former category are listed America, France, the Little 
Entente 5 and possibly England; under the latter are listed especially 
Germany and Japan. 

Following through this anti-Marxist political philosophy, Lit- 
vinov 6 is now engaged in discussions for an "understanding" with 
imperialist France. Frederick T. Birchall, New York Times correspon- 
dent in Berlin, says that ". . . accompanying and alongside the 
military agreement, it is understood a thorough understanding has 
now been arrived at regarding Russia's entry into the League of 
Nations. It is to take place as soon as possible with the enthusiastic 
support of France, which, with the disarmament negotiations as 
an excuse [mark well!], will send to Geneva in the near future an 
impressive delegation. . . . The stage is all set in France to hail the 
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Russian understanding . . . as a further guarantee of European peace 
and French security. Then France will be ready to talk about disar- 
mament." 

This maneuver is made in the name of Marx and Lenin, explain 
the Stalinists, in order to secure allies (?!) against a probable at- 
tack on the USSR from the side of fascist and warlike capitalism, 
namely, Germany and Japan. Also the entry of the Soviet Union 
into the capitalist League of Nations, characterized by the Third 
World Congress of the Communist International as "the interna- 
tional trust of the victorious states for the exploitation of their 
vanquished competitors and the colonial peoples," has been facili- 
tated. 

Today Pravda, 7 the official organ of the Stalinist bureaucracy, 
explains the politics of the League of Nations as follows: "As a 
matter of fact, the withdrawal from the League of Japan and Ger- 
many 8 — these countries which do not even try to conceal their 
determination to fulfill their imperialistic ambitions by the means 
of further armaments, encroachments and wars — has brought up 
the question whether the League could not to a certain degree [how 
cautious!] become the center of united forces that are ready to delay 
the bloody settlement of disputes and bring about at least some 
strengthening of peace." And Karl Radek 9 adds: "The danger of war 
against the USSR does not come from the League but from open 
opponents of the League and English diehards." 

The Theses and Resolutions of the Third World Congress of the 
Communist International back another conclusion: "The new in- 
ternational labor organization is established for the purpose of 
organizing united action of the world proletariat, aspiring toward 
the same goal: the overthrow of capitalism, the establishment of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, and of an International Soviet 
Republic, for the complete elimination of classes and the realiza- 
tion of socialism, the first step toward the Communist common- 
wealth." 

Stalinism has eliminated all this. It has substituted in its place 
military alliances with capitalist countries and the insane theory 
of socialism in one country . 10 The Marxism-Leninism of the Third 
World Congress is now called counterrevolutionary Trotskyism. 
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And in support of this thesis the French imperialist government 
is now persecuting Comrade Trotsky as a counterrevolutionist ! 11 

This new Stalinist policy will endanger not only the Soviet 
Union but also the prospects of a world revolution should an im- 
perialist war break out. If the USSR is maneuvered into the League 
of Nations and thereby tied to the imperialist chariot of France and 
the Little Entente, or if it becomes a member of the permanent 
peace conference, it will have been demonstrated in either case that 
the Soviet Union is on the side of the strongest capitalist bandits. 
Thus, the emancipation of the oppressed by proletarian revolution 
is renounced, and the Soviet Union becomes a pawn (and ultimately 
a victim) in the imperialist game. 

This policy, now aimed chiefly against Germany, is an inevi- 
table consequence of the dastardly betrayal of the German work- 
ers and semiproletarian masses by the German Communist Party 
under the direct command of Stalin. At first the German revolu- 
tion was sabotaged in the interest of peace and credits. Now, with 
the threat of Hitler before their eyes, Stalin and Co. veer towards 
imperialist France in order to stay Hitler's hand, that is, to check- 
mate his Drang nach Osten [eastern expansion] policy. 

As usual, the Stalinist bureaucracy does not calculate the effect 
of this course on the German masses. Having lost faith in the world 
revolution and, more particularly, disdaining the revolutionary aid 
of the German masses in case of a fascist attack, Stalin once more 
plays into Hitler's hands. Goebbels has already broadcast through- 
out bleeding Germany that the Soviet Union has formed a tech- 
nical military alliance with the thoroughly hated France against 
the German people. And thus the last drop of revolutionary blood 
is drained from the veins of the German workers. This is the final 
stab in the back. 

The impending failure of the disarmament conference opens 
up a dangerous prospect for the Soviet Union. England cannot af- 
ford to have France increase its power on the Continent. It will not 
allow Germany to be further humiliated and crushed. It also sup- 
ports the German rearmament proposals . 12 It continues on friendly 
terms with Japan. For England needs both Germany and Japan, at 
least as potential allies, to maintain its far-flung empire. 
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The current policy of the Soviet Union, if carried through to 
the bitter end, leads to imperialist entanglements and aims a death- 
blow at the world proletarian movement. 

It is obvious that such a situation calls for a new party and a 
new (Fourth) International . 13 
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A program of action for France ’ 4 



1. Fascism and war are threatening! 

TO ALL THE TOILERS OF FRANCE ! 

Led by the big bourgeoisie, France is foundering in the disinte- 
gration of the capitalist world. In the ruling circles of society, in all 
the institutions of the regime, scandals are multiplying; the cor- 
rupting influence of the rich is spreading. 

For the workers, growing unemployment; for the small peas- 
ants, ruin; for all the exploited, misery is increasing. 

Dying capitalism is bankrupt. And the ruling class has only one 
plan for trying to get out of this historical bankruptcy: still more 
misery for the laboring masses! Suppression of all reforms, even 
the most trifling! Suppression of the democratic regime! 

Throughout the entire world, the iron heel of fascism is becom- 
ing the last resort of desperate capitalism. 

Imperialism, given a deathblow by the Russian Revolution of 
October 1917, was able to maintain its domination over society 
because of the defeat of the proletarian parties in the two periods 
of the postwar epoch: the general betrayal by the Social Democ- 
racy and the degeneration of the Communist International follow- 
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ing these defeats. The defeat of the German Revolution in 1923, 
of the Chinese Revolution in 1927 and of the German and Aus- 
trian proletariat 15 in 1933 and 1934 mark the decisive moments 
when capitalism succeeded in stabilizing itself. 

However, these precarious victories, obtained without the for- 
mer ruling class in Soviet Russia having been able to reestablish 
itself, only served to sharpen the universal crisis. More violently 
and anarchistically than ever, the pressure of the monopolies on 
the world market clashes with national boundaries and the prin- 
ciple of private property. 

Benefiting from the reverses of the proletariat in its revolution- 
ary march towards socialism, the world bourgeoisie is using its last 
resort, fascism, by means of which it is making desperate efforts 
to clear the organized working class from its road. 

Such is the international situation that is pushing the French 
bourgeoisie towards fascism. 

But fascism alone is still not the last word of disintegrating 
capitalism. When it has fought its internal enemy, each imperial- 
ism must expand externally. This is the source of a new world war. 
Fifty million men perished in the atrocious suffering of the last 
war and its aftermath. Workers all over the world will be massa- 
cred by the hundreds of millions in the next war. France, whose 
population is stationary, will escape this less than any other coun- 
try. 

The workers must oppose these criminal plans of the bourgeoi- 
sie with all their might! 

2. The plan of the French bourgeoisie 

To try to emerge from the chaos in which it has plunged the 
country, the French bourgeoisie must first resolve the monetary 
problem. One section wants to do this by inflation, i.e., the issu- 
ing of paper money, the depreciation of wages, the raising of the 
cost of living, the expropriation of the petty bourgeoisie; the other 
by deflation, i.e., retrenchment on the backs of the workers (low- 
ering of salaries and wages), extension of unemployment, ruin of 
the small peasant producers and the petty bourgeoisie of the towns. 

Either alternative means increased misery for the exploited. To 




